（Attachment: format of the teaching syllabus）
Agricultural Economics
1. Basic information

Course code: 11131222 
Total teaching hours:  32  , among which  32  hours for lectures, 0  hours for experiments,  0  hours for on-line teaching.  
Credits: 2
Type of the course: Elective
Teaching terms: Autumn
Owner of the course: Department of International Trade, College of Economics and Management
Majors applicable: All majors in the College of Economics and Management
Prerequisites: Economics
Person in charge of the course: Prof. An Yufa 
2. Course description 

Agricultural economics is a course covers the following subject. Supported by the basic principles of economics, agricultural economics covers: Research on the operation mechanism of supply and demand of agricultural products, agricultural products spot and futures market, international trade of agricultural products and so on; Research on the method of efficient allocation of resources, ways to improve the utilization rate of agricultural labor force and accelerate the transfer of rural surplus labor force under the restriction of scarce resources such as land, water, capital, technology and management; Research on ways to establish agricultural microeconomic organization with the household business as its basis and the agricultural cooperative economy, agricultural industrialization as its development direction, given clearly defined properties; Research on ways to work out the government strategy that can promote the agricultural macro-control under market economy, agricultural structure adjustment, traditional agricultural transformation, agricultural modernization and the implementation of sustainable agriculture.
3. Design of each teaching section

Chapter 1: Introduction (2 teaching hours)

Main points: The concept, basic characteristics, status, contributions, versatility of agriculture, the development of western agricultural economics, research objects and contents of agricultural economics. Basic requirements: Grasp of the concept, basic characteristics, status, contributions and versatility of agriculture; understanding the basic framework of the development of agricultural economics and its main contents.

Homework: End-of-chapter questions 
Chapter 2: Supply and demand of agricultural products (2 teaching hours)

Main points: The supply and demand of agricultural products, the equilibrium of supply and demand. Students should understand the concept, basic principle and influential factors of supply and demand of agricultural products.
Homework: End-of-chapter questions
Chapter 3: Agricultural products spot market and circulation (4 teaching hours)

Main points: The meaning, function and system of market, agricultural products fair, agricultural products retail market, agricultural products wholesale markets, agricultural products futures market. Students should focus on the meaning, function and operational features of different market types.

Homework: End-of-chapter questions
Chapter 4: Agricultural products futures market (Self-study)
Chapter 5: International trade of agricultural products (2 teaching hours)

Main points: The basic theories of international trade, the basic rules about agricultural products under WTO, the evolution and its characteristics of agricultural products international trade, international trade of Chinese agricultural products. Students should focus on international trade theories of representative countries and the agricultural products trade rules under WTO, understand the evolution and its characteristics of international trade of agricultural products, and be aware of existing problems and solutions in agricultural products trade of China.

Homework: End-of-chapter questions
Chapter 6: Land and water resources (2 teaching hours)

Main points: The natural characteristics and economic characteristics of land, intensive management and moderate-scale management of land, land system and land property rights, land market and farmland market, the reasonable allocation and utilization of water resources. Students should focus on the natural characteristics and economic characteristics of land, especially understand the concepts of land system and land property rights, and identify the characteristics of land market especially farmland market and the essential of national regulations, pay attention to the complexity of the allocation of water resources and allocation strategies according to different water resources.

Homework: End-of-chapter questions
Chapter 7: Agricultural labor force (2 teaching hours)

Main points: The supply and demand of agricultural labor force, the transfer theory of agricultural labor force, the transfer of surplus agricultural labor force in China, and agricultural labor productivity. Students should focus on the concept and the related theory of agricultural labor force, agricultural surplus labor force, transfer of agricultural surplus labor force, and understand the influential factors of the supply and demand of agricultural labor force, and the basic approaches and main factors in transferring the surplus agricultural labor force.

Homework: End-of-chapter questions
Chapter 8: Development of agricultural technology (2 teaching hours)

Main points: The characteristics, contents and functions of the agricultural technology, the dynamic mechanism of agricultural technological development, the theory of leading technology progression, the choice of method in agricultural technology progress, the construction of agricultural science and technology system. Students should focus on the characteristics, contents, functions, dynamic mechanism, leading theory of the progress of agricultural technology, and clarify the present agricultural technological development strategies according to relevant theories and the fundamental conditions in China.

Homework: End-of-chapter questions
Chapter 9: Agricultural funds (2 teaching hours)

Main points: The concept and particularity of agricultural funds, agricultural financial capital, agricultural credit funds, and farmers’ funds. Students should focus on the concept and particularity of agricultural funds, distinguish the meaning, theoretical basis, input principle, policy orientation of agricultural financial capital and credit funds, and the interaction between funds, understand the characteristics and development trend of farmers’ funds.

Homework: End-of-chapter questions
Chapter 10: Agricultural information and the agricultural informatization (Self-study)
Chapter 11: Agricultural household operation (2 teaching hours)

Main points: The meaning and historical evolution of agricultural household operation, the origination of existing of agricultural household operation, the concurrent commercial agricultural household operation, China's agricultural household contract operation. Students should focus on the concept of agricultural household operation; understand the reasons why household can be the basic microeconomic organization from the theoretical perspective, and the disadvantage and development direction of agricultural household operation. Students should also be aware of the changes of Chinese agricultural household contract management and its basic policies and rules.

Homework: End-of-chapter questions
Chapter 12: Agricultural cooperative organization (2 teaching hours)

Main points: The emergence and development of cooperative economic thoughts, the concept, causes, basic principles, characteristics of agricultural cooperative organizations, comparison of different types of agricultural cooperative organizations and their existing problems, the development of Chinese agricultural cooperative movement and lessons learned, the emergence of Chinese cooperative economic organization. Students should focus on the emergence and development of cooperative economic thoughts, understand the concept, basic principles and characteristics of agricultural cooperative organizations, compare different types of agricultural cooperative organizations, indentifying the experience and lessons from Chinese agricultural cooperative movements.

Homework: End-of-chapter questions
Chapter 13: The industrialized agricultural operation (2 teaching hours)

Main points: The implications, characteristics and causes of the industrialized agricultural operation, related theories of industrialized agricultural operation, the organization models and operation mechanisms of the industrialized agricultural operation. Students should focus on the implications, characteristics and causes of the industrialized agricultural operation, learn to explain phenomenon in the industrialized agricultural operation, and try to recognize the organization models and operation mechanisms of the industrialized agricultural operation.
Homework: End-of-chapter questions
Chapter 14: Agricultural protective policy (Self-study)

Chapter 15: Food quality and safety management (Self-study)

Chapter 16: Agricultural industrial structure (2 teaching hours)

Main points: The concept, characteristics and importance of agricultural industrial structure, the development conditions and evolution laws of agricultural industrial structure, the rationalization of agricultural industrial structure, the evolution of Chinese agricultural industrial structure, and the adjustment of Chinese agricultural industrial structure. Students should focus on the concept, characteristic, significance, formation conditions, evolution and rationalization of agricultural industrial structure; understand the evolution and basic adjustment direction of Chinese agricultural industrial structure.

Homework: End-of-chapter questions
Chapter 17: Renovation of traditional agriculture and agricultural modernization (2 teaching hours) 

Main points: The renovation of traditional agriculture, the meaning and characteristics of agricultural modernization, the main content of agricultural modernization, the conditions and development strategy of agricultural modernization. Students should focus on the meaning and characteristics of traditional agriculture and ways to conduct transformation, understand the meaning, characteristics, main contents and development strategy of agricultural modernization. 

Homework: End-of-chapter questions
Chapter 18: Agricultural sustainable development (2 teaching hours) 

Main points: The dilemmas and challenges faced by the conventional agricultural modernization, the meaning and basic characteristics of agricultural sustainable development, effects of agricultural sustainable development, agricultural sustainable development and Chinese ecological agriculture, the development trend of sustainable agriculture. Students should focus on the meaning, basic characteristics and main effects of agricultural sustainable development; understand Chinese ecological agricultural development and development trend of sustainable agriculture.
Homework: End-of-chapter questions
General review (2 teaching hours)
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