Chinese Modern Agricultural Economic History
1. Basic information

Course code: 

Total teaching hours: 32（for lectures）
Credits: 2
Type of the course: elective
Teaching terms: spring
Owner of the course: College of Economics and Management
Majors applicable: among junior students of College of Economics and Management
Prerequisites: None
Person in charge of the course: ZHANG Chunhui
2. Course description
Chinese Modern Agricultural Economic History is a sector history of China’s modern economic history about agricultural economy. Specifically, it studies the evolution history of modern China’s agricultural economy from traditional closed authoritarian society into an open semi-colonial agricultural economy, and then into a new democratic agricultural economy. The study period is from the time of the Opium War in 1840 to the foundation of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, totally more than 100 years. The basic content of this course is in chronological order. To enable students to better learn and understand the changes of China’s economy in rural society over 100 years, the course starts with the necessary introduction of history issues, and ends with the introduction of the changes of economy in rural society of New China. Finally, the review and rethinking of “three rural issues” is a summary discussion of the entire course.
3. Design of each teaching section
(1) The main contents of each teaching section, basic requirements, and teaching hours.
Chapter 1
Introduction: the historical view issues (4 hours)
Question for Discussion: “What kind of historical view shall we hold to think about the history issues?”
Chapter 2
Overview of the development of China’s agricultural economy before the Opium War (4 hours)
Description of land tenure situation, the main tax form, self-sufficient natural economy and agricultural commodity economy, and the development of agricultural productivity.
Chapter 3
The impact of the armed aggression of foreign capitalism on China’s agricultural economy and the Taiping Revolution (2 hours)
Introduces the foreign economic policy before the Opium War, the economic impact of Opium War on China’s agricultural economy, the Taiping Revolution and the agricultural economy in the occupied territories.
Chapter 4
The invasion of foreign capitalism was strengthened and the natural economic structure of China’s rural area began to decompose (2 hours)
Introduces that the invasion of foreign capitalism was strengthened, and the China’s rural economic structure began to decompose, and the commercialized agricultural products was formed.
Chapter 5
Imperialist forces penetrated directly in rural China, China’s agricultural commercialization was further developed with the development of capitalism in agriculture (2 hours)
Introduces further plunder of China’s agricultural economy by the imperialist countries after the Sino-Japanese War, and further commercialization and semi-colonization of Chinese agriculture after the Sino-Japanese War, and the development of agricultural capitalism and its limitations.
Chapter 6
The situation of land tenure and exploitation after Sino-Japanese War (2 hours)
Introduces the situation of land tenure and exploitation after the Sino-Japanese War, and Sun Yat-sen’s thinking of equalization of land rights and its evaluation. 
Chapter 7
The plunder of farmers by the Qing government and the Northern warlord government and the destruction of the agricultural economy (2 hours)
Describes the plunder of farmers by the late Qing government and the government of the Northern warlords, and the destruction of the agricultural economy during the period of Northern warlord government.
Chapter 8
The impact of the world economic crisis on China’s agricultural economy and the plunder of the occupied areas by Japan’s imperialist (2 hours)
Introduces the world-wide crisis of capitalist economy in 1929 ~ 1933 and its impact on China’s agricultural economy, and the plunder of agricultural economy in the occupied areas of Northeast China and Inner China by Japanese imperialists.
Chapter 9
The exclusive occupation of the Kuomintang authorized areas by the U.S. imperialists and the complete collapse of the agricultural economy in Jiang District (2 hours)
Describes the exclusive occupation of the Kuomintang authorized areas by the U.S. imperialists, the formation of the Four Big Families and their exploitation of China’s agricultural economy, the development of the rural cooperative movement and the emergence of country reformism.
Chapter 10 
The emergence and development of new democratic agricultural economy (2 hours)
Introduces the land policy of the Communist Party of China in the period of new democratic, the Agricultural Co-operative Movement and the development of agricultural production in the Central Soviet Area and the liberated areas.
Chapter 11
The development of agriculture and rural economy of New China (1949 - ) (4 hours)
Introduces the development of agriculture and rural economy in many periods: the land reform phase (1949-1952), agricultural collectivization period (1953-1957), people’s commune period (1958-1978), the household contract responsibility system phase (1978 - ), the market economy stage (1992 - ) and other historical periods.
Chapter 12
Conclusion: the review and rethinking of “three rural issues” (4 hours)
Based on the article “‘ three rural issues ’: Rethinking at The End of The Century” (December 1999) written by WEN Tiejun, summaries the discussion of entire course.
Notes: At the end of each chapter there are some questions for students to review and consider. In addition, grading is on the basis of writing a term paper and taking part in class discussion, which are assigned by the teacher according to the situation.
(2) The contents and requirements of the sections of experiments and internship.
This course is solely a theoretical course, no experiment and internship. 
4. Teaching materials or references
Textbook:

ZHAN Yurong, Chinese Modern Agricultural Economic History, Beijing Agricultural University Press, 1987. 
Selected Readings：
1. CHEN Jiyuan, CHEN Jiaji, YANG Xun, Social and Economic Changes in Rural China (1949-1989), Shanxi Economic Press, 1993.
2. FAN ShuZhi, Essentials of National History, third edition, Fudan University Press, 2004.
3. FENG Tianyu, Feudalism Discussion, Wuhan University Press, 2006.
4. LIU Kexiang, CHEN Zhengping, Compendium of China’s Modern Economic History, Zhejiang People’s Publishing House, 1999.
5. LONG Denggao, History of China’s Traditional Market, People’s Publishing House, 1997.
6. MA Keyao, Comparative Study of Western and Chinese feudal society, Academy Press, 1997.
7. WEN Tiejun, The Study of Basic Economic System of Rural China –Century Rethinking the “Three Rural Issues”, China Economic Publishing House, 2000. 
    8. WU Chengming, The Modernization of China: Market and Society, Shenghuo-Dushu-Xinzhi Joint publishing Company, 2001. 
9. YIN Baoyun, Modern Common Problems - Experiences and Lessons from More Than Twenty Countries and Regions, Tianjin People’s Publishing House, 1999.
10. ZHANG Jiuzhou, The Economic Changes during the old democratic period in China, Henan University Press, 1999. 
11. [U.S.] Philip Lee Ralph, World Civilization, Commercial Press, 1998.
Written by: ZHANG Chunhui

Authorized by: FENG Kaiwen

Composed on May 31, 2011
