Introduction of Chinese Folklore

1. Basic information

Course code: 12113760
Total teaching hours:  40  , among which  40   hours for lectures
Credits: 2.5
Type of the course: compulsory
Teaching terms: spring
Owner of the course: College of Humanity and Development, Department of Sociology
Majors applicable: Sociology
Prerequisites: No
Person in charge of the course: Sun Qingzhong
2. Course description 

What is the purpose of studying theory in folklore? This course is designed to answer this question by introducing to the students some of the major theories in folklore. It is mainly focus on “life cycle”, “round solar terms and festival” and “temple fair”. Around three topics are explained four theories of folklore. Folklorists address many key issues such as “What is the nature of culture?”, “What is the relationship between the individual and society”, and “How can we interpret the concept and behavior of Chinese people.” By the end of the course, students should have a basic understanding of the major theories in folklore and be able to apply these theories to the analysis of society and culture in their own communities and contemporary life.
3. Design of each teaching section

The main contents of each teaching section, basic requirements, and teaching hours.

Introduction: Chinese Folklore and Folklore Theories (4 hours)
Lesson 1: Life cycle I (4 hours) 

Lesson 2: Life cycle II (4 hours)
Lesson 3: Round solar terms and Festival (4 hours)
Lesson 4: Temple fair (4 hours)
Lesson 5: The first theory: the subject of folklore I (2 hours)

Lesson 6: The first theory: the subject of folklore II (4 hours)
Lesson 7: The second theory: the control theory of folklore (4 hours)
Lesson 8: The third theory: folklore semiology (4 hours)
Lesson 9: The fourth theory: the transmission theory of folklore (4 hours)
Lesson 10: Research Methods in Folklore (2 hours) 
4. Teaching materials or references: 

（1）Wu Bingan, Theory on Folklore. Shenyang: Liaoning Education Press,2001.

 （2）Wu Bingan, Folklore of China. Shenyang: Liaoning University Press,1999.
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