Research Methods of Sociology

1. Basic information

Course code: 
Total teaching hours: _48__, among which__40__ hours for lectures, _0_ hours for experiments, ___0___hours for on-line teaching, __8__hours for practice.  
Credits: 3
Type of the course: compulsory
Teaching terms: autumn
Owner of the course: Department of Sociology, College of Humanities and Development Studies
Majors applicable: Sociology 
Prerequisites: Introduction of Sociology, Theory of Sociology, Statistics and Analysis Methodology of Sociology
Person in charge of the course: Zhang, Rong

2. Course description 

Our society is a huge and complex organic system that is developing all the time. To understand the modern society correctly, realistically, accurately, completely and timely, information of the society is indispensable part of management and construction of society. Firstly, the subject of “Research Methods of Sociology” is a science that people realize social theories, methods and the process initiatively, a science that features methodological, comprehensive and practical. The scientific quality, standardization and modernization of the methods play more and more important roles in the process of dealing with the information collected, understanding and managing of the society. Therefore, this course should be required to learners of sociology. 

Furthermore, this course aims to teach students of sociology the principles of social investigations, basic knowledge and specific techniques systematically and then make students grasp the methodology of investigation, understand and analyze the community and hence contribute to the society in the future. Finally, the main tasks of this lesson are: (1) theory teaching; (2) questions and discussions in the class; (3) operating and panel discussions after class; (4) practice and papers writing.
3. Design of each teaching section

(1) The main contents of each teaching section, basic requirements, and teaching hours 
Part I Principles of Social Research Survey
Chapter I Introduction (6 teaching hours) 

Section I Characteristics of Sociology Surveys

Section II Concept of Social Survey Research 

Section III Fundamental Principles and Attitudes of Social Surveys

Section IV A Brief History of Social Surveys

Chapter II Main Types of Social Research (8 teaching hours)
Section I  Classification of Social Research 

Section II Applied research and Theoretical research
Survey III General Surveys, Typical Surveys, Case Studies, Sample Surveys, Tracking Surveys, Expert Surveys
Section IV Exploratory, Descriptive and Explanatory Research
Section V Statistics Surveys and Field Studies

Chapter III General Procedure of Social Survey Research (2 teaching hours)
Section I General Procedure of Social Survey Research

Section II General Procedure of Statistics Surveys and Field Studies 
Chapter IV Preparation and Design of Social Survey Research (2 teaching hours)
Section I How To Determine A Subject of Survey Research
Section II How to Propose a Hypotheses
Section III Survey Objects and Survey Contents
Section IV Operation of Research Subjects
Section V How to Design A Research Program 
Chapter V Measurement of Social Phenomena (2 teaching hours)
Section I The Meaning of Social Measurement
Section II Measurement Scale
Section III Social Indicators and Survey Indicators
Chapter VI Sampling (2 teaching hours)
Section I Sampling and Sample Surveys
Section II Terms and Procedures of Sampling
Section III Organization of Sampling
Section IV Non-probability Sampling
Section V Volume of Sample 
Part II Methods of Survey Data Collection
Chapter VII Methods of Questionnaire (4 teaching hours)
Section I Types and Structure of the Questionnaire
Section II Principles and Procedures of the design of questionnaire
Section III Design of Questions and Answers
Section IV Common Errors and Problems of Questionnaire design 
Chapter VIII Scale and the Test Methods (2 teaching hours)

Section I Scale Method

Section II Test Method

Section III Social Measurement

Section IV Opinion Poll

Chapter IX Interview Methods (4 teaching hours)

Section I Structured and Unstructured Interview

Section II Procedures and Techniques of Interviews

Section III Non-verbal Communication When Interview

Section IV Forum

Chapter X Observation

Section I Characteristics and Types of Observation

Section II Participant Observation and Non-participant Observation

Section III Two Issues In Observation: Ethical and Scientific 

Section IV Observation Practice

Part III Collation and Analysis of Survey Data

Chapter XI Review and Collate Data (2 teaching hours)

Section I Data Auditing

Section II Data Collation 

Section III Techniques of Data Summary

Section IV Charts

Chapter XII Theoretical Analysis (2 teaching hours)

Section I The Significance and Role of Theory Analysis

Section II Methods of Comparison 

Section III Causal Analysis

Section IV Structure-function Analysis
Chapter XIII Research Report Writing

Section I Types of Research Reports

Section II General Reports Writing

Section III Academic Reports Writing

Section IV Some Issues In Reports Writing 

(2) The contents and requirements of the sections of experiments and internship: 
The internship part of this course (8 lessons) aims to teach students how to specifically operate the survey research theories. Specifically, under the guidance of teacher, students are supposed to choose research subjects and design programs. Through class discussions, students are able to improve understanding of the course and hence put theory into practice and perfectly master basic methods of social investigation. This course requires an internship report with a specific subject, clear research design, practical research program, format report writing and logic words.

4. Teaching materials or references: 

1 “Methods of Social Survey Research”, Zhang Rong, Higher Education Press, July 2005, First Edition.
2 “Methods of Social Survey Research”, Feng Xiaotian, Renming University Press, February 2005, Second Edition.

3 “The practice of Social Research”, Earl. R. Babbie, Hua Xia Press, July 2005, Tenth Edition.  
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