Overseas Rural Society Research

1. Basic information

Course code: 

Total teaching hours: _48_, among which______ hours for lectures, ___ hours for experiments, ______hours for on-line teaching.  

Credits: 3
Type of the course: compulsory

Teaching terms: autumn

Owner of the course: Sociology department, COHD 
Majors applicable:  Sociology

Prerequisites: principles of sociology, sociological theory, research methods in sociology

Person in charge of the course:  Tong Xiaoxi

2. Course description 

    This course is a required course of Sociology Department. Its aim is to introduce the basic literature of international rural sociology. The course will cover classical studies of historical European peasants, studies of modern third world peasants and rural communities, and contemporary studies concerning food, agribusiness and globalization of agriculture. Being an experiment and special English course, the class will emphasize both knowledge of linguistic nature and that of theoretical nature. Major concepts, paradigmatic and theoretical framework, scholars, important books and articles, and major debates will be introduced.

3. Design of each teaching section

(1) The main contents of each teaching section, basic requirements, and teaching hours 

Chapter 1. The scope, paradigm, themes, and issues   （6 hours）
Peasants, rural communities, and agriculture

Paradigms: from historical sociology to rural sociology

Class, transition, rural-urban space and food

Chapter 2. Classical studies of European peasants
  （8 hours）
The Annales school

Peasants and lords in the making of modern world

The Brenner debate

Chapter 3. Studies of third world peasants


 （8 hours）
The global perspective of Wolf

Moral economy and rational peasants

World economy and rural transition

Chapter 4. Modern topics: rural-urban space

 （8 hours）
4.1Lipton’s theory of “urban bias”
4.2Modern relevance of “urban bias"

Chapter 5. Modern topics: Globalization, biotechnology and Agribusiness（8 hours）


5.1 Globalization and rural society



5.2 Biotechnology and farmer’s livelihood



5.3 Agribusiness and globalization of MNC

Chapter 6. Modern topics: Agriculture, natural resources and environment（8 hours）
Culture, water and fossil fuel

Biofuel and its impacts on rural society
Rural society and sustainable development
Final Examination










（2 hours）
(2) The contents and requirements of the sections of experiments and internship:



Four homework assignments for the course


4. Teaching materials or references: 

Teaching materials: “International vision of rural societies: selection of readings” edited by Tong Xiaoxi.
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