Social Work

1. Basic information

Course code: 

Total teaching hours: __32___, among which__32____ hours for lectures, ___ hours for experiments, ______hours for on-line teaching.  
Credits: 2
Type of the course: compulsory 
Teaching terms: autumn or spring

Owner of the course: Department of Sociology, College of Humanities and Development Studies 
Majors applicable:  Sociology
Prerequisites: Introduction to Sociology; Social Psychology
Person in charge of the course:  XIE Yuanyuan
2. Course description 

    This is a compulsory course of Sociology Department. The main parts of this course comprise value system, theories, methods and practice. Through the learning of this course, students should grasp the fundamental knowledge points of the social work and its value system and theoretical genres; they should also be familiar with such methods as case work, group work and community work, and know about the practice of gerontological social work, juvenile social work and feminist social work; they are also expected to learn some operational skills of the practice.

It’s an elementary course which provides basic and elementary contents of social work and comprehensive perspectives on the practice side of the discipline; it aims to foster the students’ ability of applying the theoretical methods to settling practical problems.

3. Design of each teaching section

Chapter 1: What is Social Work? (4 hours)

A brief introduction to social work, including the origin and the development of social work; the fields of social work; the definition and the types of social work; the function of social work; the tendency of social work in the transformation of our country.

Chapter 2: The value system and theories of social work (4 hours)

Introduction to the value system and theories of social work, including the values’ status and function in social work; the western value system of social work; China’s value system of social work and how the value system could be constructed; the status of the theories in social work; different western social work theoretical genres; summary of the China’s social work theory.

Chapter 3: Case work (6 hours)

Introduction to case work, including the definition, the scope, the development and the tendency of case work; the fundamental procedure and basic skills; the key skills and  methods in the practice of social case work: psychoanalytic social therapy mode, behavioral modification and humanistic approach.

Chapter 4: Group work（6 hours）

Introduction to group work, including the basic concept of group work; the theory and the theoretical mode of group work; the course of the group work: how to communicate and interact in the group; the approaches of social control in the group etc; the skills of group work and some practical cases. 

Chapter 5: Community work(6 hours）

Introduction to community work, including the definition and the development of community work; the fundamental theories and practical theory; the Regional development mode, social plan mode, social action mode; the procedure and the skills of the community work; the community construction in China. 

Chapter 6: Juvenile social work(2 hours）

Introduction to juvenile social work, including the concept and the history of juvenile social work; the main theories of juvenile social work: biological evolution, psychoanalytic theory, theories of learning, cognitive development theory; the status quo and the development tendency of juvenile social work in China.

Chapter 7: Gerontological social work(2 hours）

Introduction to gerontological social work, including the effect of social changes on the role and status of the elderly; the origin and development of gerontological social work; some main gerontological social work theories: Disengagement theory, Activity theory, Continuity theory, Symbolic Interactionism theory, Exchange theory, the methods and skills of gerontological social work.
Chapter 8: Feminist social work (2 hours)

Introduction to women social work, including such fundamental theories as liberal feminism, radical feminism, socialist feminism, Marxist feminism; comparing  the  feminist social work in Hong Kong with that in mainland, probing the problems and the future of China’s feminist social work.

4. Teaching materials or references: 

Li Yingsheng.2004. Introduction to Social Work. China Renmin University Press.
Wang Sibin. 1999. Introduction to Social Work. High Education Press.

He Xuesong. 2007. Social Work Theory. Century Publishing Group.

F.Ellen Netting, Peter M. Kettner, Steven L. McMurtry. 2006. Social Work Macro Practice(Third Edition). trans. by Liu Jitong, Sui Yujie. China Renmin University Press.

Robert Schneider, Lori Lester.2011. Social Work Advocacy: A New Framework for Action. trans.by Han Xiaoyan, Chai Dinghong et al，Century Publishing Group.

Ronald W. Toseland, Rober F. Rivas. 2010. An Introduction to Group Work Practice(Fifth Edition).trans.by Liu Meng，China Renmin University Press.

Written by: XIE Yuanyuan

Authorized by: 

Composed on  29th April, 2011

