Political Sociology

1. Basic information

Course code: 

Total teaching hours: __40___, among which___32___ hours for lectures, _8__ hours for seminar.  
Credits: 2.5
Type of the course:  compulsory

Teaching terms:  spring

Owner of the course: (Department of Sociology, College of Humanity and Development ) 
Majors applicable:  Sociology
Prerequisites:  Introduction of Sociology

Person in charge of the course:  Sheng Rong

2. Course description 

The research subject of political sociology is the relationship between politics and the society. The purpose of this course is to guide students to understand how political activities impact different social groups and individual people. The primary topic is what form of politics best serves the general public, with a special focus on how different social classes and various groups employ political means in securing their ends and rights. The course will touch on China’s political traditions, balance between rights and power, political advancement, transition to democracy, political parties, interest groups, policies, civil society, political participation, local governance, grassroots governance, etc., aiming to foster students’ capability to examine the society with basic political sociological knowledge and theories.

3. Design of each teaching section

(1) The main contents of each teaching section, basic requirements, and teaching hours 

I.   Introduction of Political Sociology (4)

II. Traditions of China’s Political culture (4)

III. Power, Power balance, Authority, Legitimacy(4)

IV. Rights, Welfare(4)

V. Democracy, Democratic transition, Freedom(4)

VI. Government and Policy, Transparency and Participation(4)

VII. Party, Interest group, 

VIII. Political participation, Civil society, Social capital

IX. China Politics reform: achievement and prospect 

(2) The contents and requirements of the sections of experiments and internship: 

I. presentations on 8 topics. 8 groups of students choose their own topic and give a 20-30 minute’s presentation followed by 20 minutes discussion. 

II. group papers on 8 topics.

4. Teaching materials or references: 

· Introduction to Politics, by Jing Yuejin, 2006

· Introduction to Political Sociology, by Orum 2000

· The Blackwell Companion to Political Sociology, by Kate Nash & Alan scott, 2004

· The Civic Culture: Political Attitudes and Democracy in five nations, by Gabriel A. Almond & Sidney Verba, 1972

· Political Man: The Social Bases of Politics, by Seymour Martin Lipset, 1960
· Who’s Running America? The Reagan Years， Thomas R Dye  1983
· Making Democracy Work：Civic Tradition in Modern Italy） （Robert Putnam）
· Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods & Theory of Groups, by Mancur Olson, 1965

· Governing the Commons: the evolution of institutions for collective action, by Elinor Ostrom, 1990
· Power And Prosperity: Outgrowing Communist And Capitalist Dictatorships, by Mancur Olson, 1985
· Welfare, by Norman P. Barry

· The Minutiae of Democracy: essays on Modern American Democracy, by Liu Yu,2009 

· Civil Society and the Third Sector, by He Zengke,2000
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