Sociology of Development

1. Basic information

Course code: 12111800

Total teaching hours:  40  , among which  40 hours for lectures,  0  hours for experiments,  0  hours for on-line teaching.  
Credits: 2.5

Type of the course: Compulsory 
Teaching terms: Autumn 
Owner of the course: Department of Sociology, College of Humanities and Development Studies 
Majors applicable: Sociology
Prerequisites: 

Person in charge of the course: Wu Huifang

2. Course description 

This is a compulsory course for the bachelor students majoring in sociology. It has 40 hours of lecturing and equals to 2.5 credits. This course will provide a general introduction to the field of development studies from the perspective of sociology and anthropology, or in other words, to the main theories of development sociology and development anthropology. 

It will cover the development history of “development” and the classical theories of development sociology. Theory of “state-led development” will also be introduced through the introduction and conclusion to the practice of some Latin American and Asian countries. And based on these, students are required to read some English materials to get a general idea of the viewpoints and debates about modernism and post-modernism. The course will also cover the theories and practices of rural development in China in the perspective of social transition theories. 

This course aims to help the students to develop sociological perspectives on social and economic development. It’s an elementary course which provides basic and elementary contents of development sociology, and introduces more advanced issues in the field for discussion. Because of the accumulating character of academic development, this course will not depend totally on some specific theories. The ideas about social development are supposed to be formulated by students themselves in a free way.   

3. Design of each teaching section

Chapter 1: General introduction to development (4 hours). This chapter will introduce the concepts of modernization and development. It will also provide a brief introduction to the different disciplines studying development and their viewpoints, including economics of development, politics of development, culture of development and etc. And at last, the developing history of development sociology will be briefly covered.

Chapter 2: Classical theories of development sociology (10 hours). This chapter will introduce three development theories: the modernization theory, the dependency theory, the world system theory, including their origins, contexts, viewpoints, representative figures and their work, and criticism.   

Chapter 3: Development strategies of developing countries and state-led development (10 hours). Based on the introduction of some cases that are drawn upon Latin American and eastern Asian countries, this chapter will analyze and conclude the development strategies and their influences of developing countries. The theory of Max Weber which refers to the relationship between religion and modernization will be linked specifically in analyzing the role of culture when analyzes the development process of eastern Asia. At last, the practice and its problem of development dominated by the state in each country during 1960s to 1980s will be discussed.  

Chapter 4:Post-developmentalism and anthropology of development (8 hours). Based on the introduction to Michel Foucault and his ideas of post-modernism, this chapter will organize discussions of the viewpoints of development anthropology, and guide the students to think the problem of the development of the third world which is dominated by the modernization theory and the different ideas of post-developmentalism.      

Chapter 5: Actor-oriented social development theory (4 hours). The actor-oriented social development theory will be introduced in detail in this chapter. And cases drawn upon the rural governance in China will be linked in showing how to apply this theory to analyze social phenomenon. 

Chapter 6: Social transition theory and the rural development in China (6 hours). This chapter will introduce the context and main viewpoints of the social transition theory developed by Chinese scholars, and discuss the issues of rural development practice in China, combining some related research of COHD. 


Examination：2hours

4. Teaching materials or references: 

  This course doesn’t give required teaching materials but some references. In addition, the teacher will introduce various related reading materials for the students according to the proceeding of the course.  
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