Sociology of Law
1. Basic information

Course code: 

Total teaching hours: _40___, among which______ hours for lectures, ___ hours for experiments, ______hours for on-line teaching.  

Credits: 2.5
Type of the course: elective

Teaching terms: fall 

Owner of the course: Sociology department, COHD college

Majors applicable:  Sociology

Prerequisites: Introduction to Sociology

Person in charge of the course: Pan Jin

2. Course description 

Sociology of law deals with the ‘law in action’ rather than the ‘law in the books ’. It examines how law affects society and how society affects law. It is this wider conception of law that provides the focus of the course. The first part of the course provides a general introduction into the sociology of law: What is sociology of law? What kinds of questions does it attempt to answer? What are its methods of research? We will have a look at three main functions of law in society: social control, dispute resolution and social change.

In the second part of the course, we will look at various subjects from a sociological and comparative perspective. The topics to be discussed include: the  legal culture, the political role of courts and judges in different countries, ethics in the legal profession, and national legal cultures and regulatory styles.  Through a range of teaching and assessment methods, we provide a variety of learning experiences for students to develop analytical skills in both law and sociology. 
3. Design of each teaching section

Ch1. Introduction：What is Sociology of Law          (4 hours)

Ch2. Theoretical resources of Sociology of Law         (6 hours)

Ch3. Facts and Reality                             (6 hours)

Ch4. Law concept                                 (6 hours)

Ch5. Legal system                          
   (6 hours)

Ch6. Legal culture research                          (6 hours)

Ch7. Research method of Sociology of Law             (6 hours)

4. Teaching materials or references: 

Teaching materials:

Chen Xinyong(2007). Sociology of Law Course. Zhejiang University Press.
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