Social and Cultural Anthropology

1. Basic information
Course code: 12114080

Total teaching hours: _48___, among which__48___ hours for lectures, ___ hours for experiments, ______hours for on-line teaching.  
Credits: 3
Type of the course: Compulsory 
Teaching terms: Autumn 
Owner of the course: Sociology Department, Humanities and Development Studies College 
Majors applicable: Sociology 
Prerequisites: 

Person in charge of the course: Liu Xiaoqian

2. Course description 

This course aims to provide undergraduate students a brief review of the intellectual tradition of British social anthropology and a general introduction to its main fields of knowledge. It covers the development of this discipline from pre-modern times to this century. The four main areas concerned include kinship, gender and sex, economic and political anthropology, and religion. Methodological section will focus on long term fieldwork and ethnographic writing. While this course addresses a relatively wide range of themes and presents geographical varieties beyond the Chinese context, the depth of each section will be remained at a level appropriate to students attended. In addition to lecture, in-session discussion and practice will also be important components to help students to participate actively in the learning process. 

3. Design of each teaching section

Introduction (3hr): course overview, the definition of anthropology, its subject and titles, sub-disciplines and main interests, colonial history and British anthropology, anthropology in China;

Modern anthropology and its origin (6hrs): empiricism and rationalism traditions, German romanticism and social evolutionism, cultural dissemination, four founding fathers of modern anthropology, historical background and intellectual tradition;

Kinship (Descent) (6hrs): socialization and the self, life course and transition ritual, social organization and kinship, descent categorization, clan and tribe, heritage and inheritance;

Kinship (Marriage and gender) (6hr): marriage and alliance theory, incest taboo, cooperation, bridewealth and dowry, gender and labor division, power and inequality, age;

Exchange, Production and Consumption (6hrs): economic life and holism, primitive material culture, production types, reciprocity and gift, money, market economy;

Politics (6hrs): power, identity, ethnicity, social stratification, class and social status, hierarchy and difference, ideology, legitimacy and violence;

Religion (6hr): nature worship, totem, idol, ancestor worship, myth and witchcraft, ritual and symbol;

Fieldwork (9hr): the concept of field, ethnography and theory, us and other, data collection and analysis, interpretation, discussion and practice. 

4. Teaching materials or references: 
Eriksen, T. Hylland (2001) 'Small Places, Large Issues - An Introduction to Social and Cultural Anthropology', 2nd Ed. Pluto Press, Chinese Version, translated by Dong, Wei, The Commercial Press, Beijing, (2008)
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