Introduction of Sociology

1. Basic information
Course code: 

Total teaching hours: _48___, among which__42___ hours for lectures, ___ hours for experiments, ___6___hours for on-line teaching.  
Credits: 3
Type of the course: Compulsory 
Teaching terms: Autumn 
Owner of the course: Sociology Department, Humanities and Development Studies College 
Majors applicable: Sociology 
Prerequisites: 

Person in charge of the course: Zhao Xudong
2. Course description 

This course is a basic course of sociology, which intends to introduce different contents concerning sociology so that first-year students to sociology would get a general idea about basic theories, practical research methods and those real researches and well-rounded research results carried under them. By the study of this course, students are supposed to grasp of the basic way of thinking in this subject and principles on how it is used in society of China. Practice is given a great priority in knowledge of sociology. If a theory can’t explain new social phenomenon or social phenomenon happening in another place, even it is the most perfect theory, it would be abandoned or be changed for other social perspectives by those well-rounded sociologists. In this sense, this course would encourage students to take positive part in discussing, in which they can understand the limit of a certain sociological theory or method and the variety things happening every time and place in the social world.    
For students, these ideas and aims ask for a large amount of reading to surpass the limited social experiences of their own. Lectures would be delivered by a teacher, but the lectures would be taken as the teacher’s own understandings, which is just one of those possible understandings of sociology. The students are supposed to comprehend the teacher’s way of thinking, and do their own thinking, which could be discussed in academic exchanges. In order to carry out these ideas in practices, we need to combine listening lectures in classes and reading after classes together. Furthermore, students are supposed to try to understand sociology in listening lectures, and at the same time learn to develop a body of systematized knowledge of their own through lots of reading.

The results of learning would be examined in mainly two aspects, including usual behaviors in classes and a final closed-book examination. 15 percent account for behaviours in class questioning, answering and participation in discussions, 15 percent notes on reading, 10 percent attendance at classes and the length of office discussion time, and the remaining 60 percent final closed-book examination. First of all, in class questioning, answering and participation in discussions, students are asked to respond teacher’s question actively, and try to express opinions of their own. Secondly, in notes on reading, students ought to write a one page essay when reading after every lecture. In the essay, content and pattern would be as one pleases, and they can just express their feelings. Thirdly, attendance at classes includes whether one can respond when calling the roll in classes and the attendance at reservation discussions. Finally, the final closed-book examination aims at examining the degrees of concepts and theory students possess, and the capability students have in applying sociology knowledge learned through listening and reading to practices in society of China.
3. Design of each teaching section

Introduction: course overview, the definition of sociology, its subject and titles, sub-disciplines and main interests.

The method of sociology: operational definition, hypothesis, research design.

Personality and cultural: cultural universals, norms, sanctions, values, ethnocentrism, cultural relativisim, looking-glass self, cognitive theory of development.

Society and state: anticipatory socialization, social interaction, social structure.

The daily performance: preparatory stage, symbols, play stage, role taking, game stage, impression management.

Gender and body: Inequality by gender, gender roles, sexism.

Family and marriage: nuclear family, extended family, monogamy, serial monogamy, polygamy, polygyny, polyandry, kinship, patriarchy, matriarchy, egalitarian family.

Crime and social control: victimless crime, professional criminal, organized crime, white-collar crime, transnational crime, conformity, obedience, informal social control, formal social control.

Stratification and class: ascribed status, achieved status, castes, estate system, class system, capitalism, bourgeoisie, proletariat, class consciousness, false consciousness, status group.

Organization and economy: economic system, monopoly, socialism, communism, micro financing, deindustrialization, downsizing.

Revolution and social change: hunting-and-gathering society, horticultural societies, agrarian society, industrial society, postindustrial societies.

Mass media and fashion: surveillance function, narcotizing dysfunction, dominant ideology, stereotypes.

School and education: hidden curriculum, credentialism, tracking, teacher-expectancy effect.

Religion and belief: fundamentalism, religious rituals, religious experience.

The problems of modernity: global warming, environmental justice, relative deprivation, new social movements. 
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