Modern Sociological Theory

1. Basic information

Course code: 

Total teaching hours: _48____, among which______ hours for lectures, ___ hours for experiments, ______hours for on-line teaching.  

Credits: 3
Type of the course: compulsory

Teaching terms: spring 

Owner of the course: Sociology department, COHD college

Majors applicable:  Sociology

Prerequisites: Introduction to Sociology

Person in charge of the course:  Tong Xiaoxi

2. Course description 

This course introduces modern sociological thoughts since the mid 1920s. Covering inquires and dialogues around a key set of issues, the lecture will include the Frankfurt School, the symbolic interaction theory, the Chicago school, Parsons, Merton, Foucault, Habermas, Wallerstein, Bourdieu and Giddens, who have contributed to the evolving paradigms in sociology regarding issues of social order, social relations and social change. By introducing the classic arguments of these masters, students will be taught the evolution of modern sociological thought and paradigms.

3. Design of each teaching section

(1) The main contents of each teaching section, basic requirements, and teaching hours 

   Ch1. Frankfurt School and Neo-Marxism             (6 hours)

Ch2. Symbolic Interactionism                      (6 hours)

Ch3. The Chicago school and urban rural spaces       (6 hours)

Ch4. Functionalism: Parsons and Merton             (6 hours)

Ch5. Foucault: knowledge, power and discipline 

  (6 hours)

Ch6. Habermas: public sphere and communicative action (6 hours)

Ch7. Wallerstein: World system and knowledge system  (6 hours)

Ch8. Bourdieu and Giddens: action and structure       (6 hours)

(2) The contents and requirements of the sections of experiments and internship: 

    There will be four homework assignments for this course.
4. Teaching materials or references: 

  Teaching materials:

Yang Shanhua, Modern Western Sociological Theory, Beijing Univ. Press, 1999.
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