
法律英语教学大纲
1、 课程基本情况
课程编号：12110860
课程总学时：32  
课程学分：2
课程分类：必修         

开课学期：秋        
开课单位：人文与发展学院法学系  
适用专业：法学
所需先修课：无
课程负责人：胡震
2、 课程内容简介
法律英语是一门法学专业学生的选修课，是在普通英语的基础之上与法律专业内容相结合的英语教学课程。本课程的内容涵盖面非常广，既要介绍英美法律制度和法院系统，又要涉及各部门法，如宪法、刑法、诉讼法、合同法、侵权法、财产法等。通过英语学习法律，特别是英美国家的法律制度，达到英语和法律的互动，提高学生的涉外法学专业交流水平。本课程的主要目的在于：简要介绍英美法律制度，并对比中国法律制度与西方法律制度特别是与英美法律制度的异同；使学生对法律英语的语言特点有初步了解；帮助学生了解与法律英语相关的语法、词汇,特别是基本的法律英语术语及表达；重点在于培养学生研读英美法律资料的能力，为今后继续学习、研究外国法律制度、进行法律实务奠定基础。

三、各部分教学纲要

 A General Introduction to the Legal English

Lesson one (2 hours)

legal system: Features and Characteristics of the American legal system, common law and equity law

Lesson two (2 hours)

legal profession: The Bar, Lawyers in Private Practice, House Counsel, Lawyers in Government

Lesson three (2 hours)

legal education: A general introduction to the legal education, curriculum and the case method, law school hierarchy

Lesson four (2 hours)

judicial system: courts, judges

Lesson five (2 hours)

constitution: the constitution as supreme law, the principles of government, provisions for amendment

Lesson six (2 hours)

Administrative law: agency action and administrative law, formal/informal adjudication, formal/informal rulemaking, interpretation, inspection

Lesson seven (2 hours)

criminal law: the crime of homicide, murder (felony-murder and degrees of murder), manslaughter, federal homicide law, modern murder-manslaughter legislation, capital punishment

Lesson eight (2 hours)

contract law: contract and contract law, authority of contract law,

Lesson nine (2 hours)

tort law: basic issues, intentional torts, liability for negligence, tort law reform: strict liability and “No-Fault”
Lesson ten (2 hours)

property law: introduction , the fundamentals of real property law, the role of the lawyer in real property transactions

Lesson eleven (2 hours)

corporation law: basic norms(close corporation laws, partnerships, corporation codes, Federal Securities acts, Blue Sky Laws), forms of business(proprietorships, partnerships, corporations)

Lesson twelve (2 hours)

insurance law: types of insurance for business, Buy-sell Plan and Stock Retirement Plan

Lesson thirteen (2 hours)

commercial law: the power of the congress to regulate commerce, the interpretation of the commerce clause by the supreme court, the Uniform Commercial Code

Lesson fourteen (2 hours)

environmental protection law: National Environmental Policy Act, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-income Populations

Lesson fifteen (2 hours)

civil procedure: adversary system ,jury system, the course of civil procedure, the adversary trial system, the process of trial, the rules of evidence

Lesson sixteen (2 hours)

criminal procedure: the adversary system, the accusatorial system, standards of proof

2、实验、实习部分教学内容与要求：
   本课程不设实验和实习教学要求

四、使用教材或主要参考书：
  教材：何家弘 主编：《法律英语》，法律出版社，2008年第4版。
参考书：James V. Calvi, Susan Coleman.American Law and Legal Systems.4th edition(Beijing: Higher Education Press)
董世忠、赵建：《法律英语》（第二版），复旦大学出版社2006年版.
执笔人：胡震
审定人：于华江
                                      2011年  4 月 25 日制定
Legal English

1. Basic information
Course code: 12110860
Total teaching hours: 32  

Credits: 2

Type of the course: elective

Teaching terms: autumn

Owner of the course: Law Department of College of Humanities and Developments 

Majors applicable: Law 

Prerequisites: no

Person in charge of the course:  Hu Zhen

2. Course description 

Legal English is an elective subject for law students, which combines English teaching and legal learning. On the one hand, in this course students will learn the legal institutions and judicial systems, the former includes constitutional law, criminal law, procedural law, contract law, tort law, property law and so on. On the other hand, our aim is to help the students to learn the special grammar, vocabulary, especially the legal words and expressions. In this process, we will give students a series of training in reading, translating and writing, so that they can make progress both in law and in English. After taking this course, the students can have a good basis for their future legal study and work in English.

3. Design of each teaching section

3.1A General Introduction to the Legal English

Lesson one (2 hours)

legal system: Features and Characteristics of the American legal system, common law and equity law

3.2 Lesson two (2 hours)

legal profession: The Bar, Lawyers in Private Practice, House Counsel, Lawyers in Government

3.3 Lesson three (2 hours)

legal education: A general introduction to the legal education, curriculum and the case method, law school hierarchy

3.4 Lesson four (2 hours)

judicial system: courts, judges

3.5 Lesson five (2 hours)

constitution: the constitution as supreme law, the principles of government, provisions for amendment

3.6 Lesson six (2 hours)

administrative law: agency action and administrative law, formal/informal adjudication, formal/informal rulemaking, interpretation, inspection

3.7 Lesson seven (2 hours)

criminal law: the crime of homicide, murder (felony-murder and degrees of murder), manslaughter, federal homicide law, modern murder-manslaughter legislation, capital punishment

3.8 Lesson eight (2 hours)

contract law: contract and contract law, authority of contract law,

3.9 Lesson nine (2 hours)

tort law: basic issues, intentional torts, liability for negligence, tort law reform: strict liability and “No-Fault”

3.10 Lesson ten (2 hours)

property law: introduction , the fundamentals of real property law, the role of the lawyer in real property transactions

3.11 Lesson eleven (2 hours)

corporation law: basic norms(close corporation laws, partnerships, corporation codes, Federal Securities acts, Blue Sky Laws), forms of business(proprietorships, partnerships, corporations)

3.12 Lesson twelve (2 hours)

insurance law: types of insurance for business, Buy-sell Plan and Stock Retirement Plan

3.13 Lesson thirteen (2 hours)

commercial law: the power of the congress to regulate commerce, the interpretation of the commerce clause by the supreme court, the Uniform Commercial Code

3.14 Lesson fourteen (2 hours)

environmental protection law: National Environmental Policy Act, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-income Populations

3.15 Lesson fifteen (2 hours)

civil procedure: adversary system ,jury system, the course of civil procedure, the adversary trial system, the process of trial, the rules of evidence

3.16Lesson sixteen (2 hours)

criminal procedure: the adversary system, the accusatorial system, standards of proof
(2) The contents and requirements of the sections of experiments and internship: 

None.
4. Teaching materials or references: 

  Teaching materials：He Jiahong(2008). Legal English. 4th edition (Beijing: Law Press)

Reference: James V. Calvi, Susan Coleman(2002). American Law and Legal Systems.4th edition(Beijing: Higher Education Press)

Dong Shizhong, Zhao Jian.(2006) Legal English. 2nd edition (Shanghai: FuDan University Press)
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