Rural Sociology

1. Basic information

Course code: 

Total teaching hours: 48, among which 36 hours for lectures, 0 hours for experiments, 0 hours for on-line teaching.  

Credits: 3
Type of the course: compulsory 
Teaching terms: spring 
Owner of the course: Sociology department, College of Humanities and Development

Majors applicable:  Sociology

Prerequisites: No

Person in charge of the course:  Zhu Qizhen

2. Course description 

   Rural Sociology is the compulsory course of the students who major in Sociology; it is led by conventional sociological theories. This course researches the components of the society and the relationship among of them overall. It also reveals the essence and the laws of change of rural society, and it is designed to provide theories which contribute to make scientific decision on the construction, development and management of the rural society. 

The teaching objective of this course is to make the students get hold of the fundamental theory and the methods of rural sociology. The primary coverage includes rural population, agriculture production, rural family, peasant organization, rural cultural, institution of agriculture and rural community, the relations between city and countryside and so on. The focal points are analyzing the essence of the rural society’s phenomenon and the interaction of different key elements, and then connect them to the support policies of the government in agriculture, peasants and the rural society, which will help the students understand the way to deal with a situation and the measures of issues concerning agriculture, countryside and farmers. 

3. Design of each teaching section

Chapter one: Introduction (6 teaching hours) 

This chapter will be in terms of the origin of the rural sociology and the development of it in China, the subject of study in this course and the significance of studying the rural sociology, and fnially it will introduce the research methods of this course. It will ask the students to grasp the conceptual framework of rural sociology and the features of studying subject.   

Chapter two: Rural society and rural community (6 teaching hours)

The key points of this part are the concept, types and features of rural community, and it will touch on the value of the rural society and the relationship between rural community and society, and then it will analyze the relationship of different elements in rural community and the theories and channels of the development of the rural community. It requires the students to understand the features and values of countryside and master the theory and method of anglicizing about the rural community.   

Chapter three: Agriculture characteristics and agricultural policy (6 teaching hours)

The key contents of this chapter are the position and characteristics of agriculture, they include the details as follows: the natural characteristics of agriculture and what effects of these features make on the rural society; the relationship between the farmers and multi-function of agriculture; agriculture as public goods and the duty of government in the agriculture and so on. It demands students to understand the features of peasants and the value of countryside in the viewing angle of agriculture characteristics. 

Chapter four: Country dweller and peasant problem (6 teaching hours)

It will present the features of peasants; the characteristics of farmers and how to train them; social stratification of countryside; the clinical manifestation and the analysis of causes on peasant problems; the channels and methods of solving these problems. The requirements are mastering the theory of peasants’ characteristic and understanding the position of new-type peasants during the process of new country construction. Besides, they also need to know the measures of establishing subject status for peasants.

Chapter five: Life style of countryside and rural culture (6 teaching hours) 

The key points of this chapter are the features, meanings and existence of value of life style in the rural society; the changes of life style in the countryside; the meanings, types and manifestations of rural culture. It requires students to master the analyzing methods of life style of countryside and the rural culture and setting up the consciousness and sense on protecting the rural culture, and then understanding the points of construction of village culture better. 

Chapter six: Social groups and social organizations in the rural society (6 teaching hours)

It will introduce the features and functions of rural family; It will also conclude the introduction of the structure of rural organizations which includes the political organizations, economic organizations and self-governing organizations. The teacher will guide the students to think about that which kind of type of organization is fit for the features of agriculture production, and then it is helpful to understand the development and changes of rural organizations and the structure and functions of different organizations and relationships among them.

Chapter seven: Social institutions of rural society (6 teaching hours)

The key points of this part are the introductions of conception and function of institution, and then the course will analysis the basic institution in the countryside. Codetermination, land system, organization system, the system of medical insurance for urban workers and pension system and so on are all included. It asks for students to understand the basic systems in rural society and operational mechanism. 

Chapter eight: Social problems in rural society (6 teaching hours)

The keynotes of this chapter are the manifestation, features, reasons and influences of social problems in the countryside; the conditions of solving these problems. The teacher can guide the students to think about the channels of solving them through some specific social problems, for example the population problems in the rural society, problems of employment, land questions, the problems of agricultural sustainable development and so on. 

The case method contained with discussing is the teaching method of this course. There are discussions of cases during the whole process of the teacher’s lecture. The main purposes of this course are enlightening the thought of students and training them to analyze problems with multi-angle.

4. Teaching materials or references: 
Teaching materials: 《Rural sociology》, Zhu Qizhen, China agricultural Press, 2009;

Assorted reference book: 《The cases of rural sociology—why do peasants leave the land?》, Zhu Qizhen, People’s daily Press, 2011.
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