Anthropological Theories and Methods
1. Basic information

Course code: 12131660
Total teaching hours:  40  , among which  40   hours for lectures
Credits: 2.5
Type of the course: compulsory 
Teaching terms: autumn 
Owner of the course: College of Humanity and Development, Department of Sociology
Majors applicable: Sociology; Rural Development
Prerequisites: Social and Cultural Anthropology

Person in charge of the course: Sun Qingzhong

2. Course description 

  What is the purpose of studying theory in anthropology? This course is designed to answer this question by introducing to students some of the major theorists in anthropology who have defined the field through their analyses of human societies. At the end of the course, the students should have a good understanding of the biography of the various British, French, and American anthropologists that we have discussed in this course. Students should also have a good understanding of the basics of the theoretical approaches of these defining figures in anthropology, the strengths and weaknesses of their theories and most importantly, and an understanding of how to use these theories to understand various social and cultural issues that confront them in their everyday lives.
3. Design of each teaching section

The main contents of each teaching section, basic requirements, and teaching hours.

Introduction: Anthropological Theories and Theorists (4 hours)
Lesson 1: Evolutionism: E.Tylor and H.Morgan (2 hours) 

Lesson 2: The Functions of Culture and the Structures of Society: B.Malinowski and A.R. Radcliffe-Brown (4 hours)
Lesson 3: Rules for the Explanation of Social Facts: E.Durkheim and M.Mauss (2 hours)
Lesson 4: Historical Particularism: F.Boas and A.Kroeber (2 hours)
Lesson 5: The Individual and Culture: R.Benedict and M.Margaret (4 hours)

Lesson 6: Structuralism: C.Levi-Strauss (2 hours)
Lesson 7: Neo-Evolutionism: L.White and J.Steward (4 hours)
Lesson 8: Marxism and Anthropology: M.Harris and E.Wolf (4 hours)
Lesson 9: Symbolic Anthropology: V.Turner, M.Douglas and C.Geertz (4 hours)
Lesson 10: Postmodernism and Critical Advocacy: J. Clifford and G.E.Marcus (2 hours)
Lesson 11: Community Studies and History of Anthropology in China (4 hours)
Lesson 12: Research Methods in Anthropology (2 hours)
4. Teaching materials or references: 

（1）Jerry D. Moore, Visions of Culture: An Introduction to Anthropological Theories and Theorists. Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press. Second Edition. 2004.
（2）Fredrik Barth, Andre Gingrich, Robert Parkin and Sydel Silverman, One Discipline, Four Ways: British, German, French, and American Anthropology. Chicago, Illinois: The University of Chicago Press.2005.
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