Family Sociology
1. Basic information

Course code: 12111920

Total teaching hours: 40, among which34 hours for lectures, 6 hours for experiments, 0hours for on-line teaching.  
Credits: 2.5
Type of the course: Compulsory
Teaching terms: Spring

Owner of the course: Sociology Department, Humanities and Development Collage
Majors applicable: Sociology
Prerequisites: Generality of Sociology, Methodology of Sociology, Sociological Theory etc.
Person in charge of the course: Prof. Jiang Aiqun
2. Course description 

Family Sociology is a second discipline of Sociology. It is the scientific study of the most basic organization unit of human society – family and marriage, from a sociological perspective and using sociological methods. Disciplinary research includes the origin and evolution of family and marriage, family structure and function, human behavior in the choice of spouse and marriage, family relationships and family crisis, domestic violence and divorce, and other family issues.

This is a compulsory course for undergraduate students majoring in Sociology. The objective of the course is to provide an understanding of the nature of family and marriage and its role in human society. Student will master the basic theoretical framework of the discipline and learn to explore family and marriage issues in the real world using sociological theories and methods.

This course focuses on the Family Sociological perspective of research, the essence of family and marriage, and the research on family and marriage issues. The difficulty of teaching lies in making students understand that family and marriage is a social institution with a social essence, and its impact to individuals and the society.
3. Design of each teaching section

A．The main contents of each teaching section, basic requirements, and teaching hours
Chapter 1: Introduction of Family Sociology (4 TH)

1.1. What is Family Sociology

1.2. The history and status of the Family Sociology

1.3. How to learn Family Sociology

Chapter 2: The Substance of Family and Marriage (5TH) 

2.1. The definition of family and marriage

2.2. The essence of family and marriage

2.3. Family and kinship network

Chapter 3: The Past and Future of Family and Marriage (4 TH)

3.1. Hypothesis: history of family and marriage

3.2. Information: overview of the western system of family and marriage

3.3. Imagination: the future of family and marriage

Chapter 4: The Theories and Methods of Family Sociology (3 TH)

4.1. Classical sociological theory of family studies

4.2. Modern theory of family studies

4.3. Research methods of Family Sociology

Chapter 5: Choosing a Spouse and Getting Married (5 TH)

5.1. Dating and choosing a spouse

5.2. Studies on process of marriage

5.3. Some issues on love and marriage

Chapter 6: Structure and Function of Family (3 TH)

6.1. Family structure and changes

6.2. Family function and changes

6.3. The relation between family function and structure

Chapter 7: Family Relationships (3 TH)

7.1. Overview of family relations

7.2. Husband and wife

7.3. Parent and child

7.4. Other relatives 

Chapter 8: Gender Issues in the Family (4 TH)

8.1. Origin of gender issue

8.2. Gender issues in family relationship

8.3. Gender role socialization

Chapter 9: Studies on Domestic Violence (3 TH)

9.1. Overview of domestic violence

9.2. The situation of domestic violence

9.3. Causes of domestic violence

9.4. Prevention of domestic violence

Chapter 10: Studies of Divorce (3 TH)

10.1. Overview of divorce issues

10.2. Cross-cultural comparison on divorce rate

10.3. Causes and influencing factors of divorce

10.4. Impacts of divorce and countermeasures

 B. The contents and requirements of the sections of experiments and internship: 
Totally 6 hours of activities will be choose from the following items, according to the request of teaching process and the needs of students:

(1) Workshop (1ht.): The issues regarding family and marriage that make me confused

(2) Literature research and group discussion (1ht.): The issues of present Chinese family and marriage

(3) Case Studies (2ht.): Chinese family and marriage 

(4) Watching the video tutorial and discussing (2ht.):

(5) Essay (3ht.): Research on family and marriage issues 

(6) Class debate (3ht.)

4. Teaching materials or references:
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