The Sociology of Religion
1. Basic information

Course code: 

Total teaching hours:  40  , among which  40   hours for lectures
Credits: 2.5
Type of the course: compulsory 
Teaching terms: autumn 
Owner of the course: College of Humanity and Development, Department of Sociology
Majors applicable: Sociology
Person in charge of the course: Zheng Hong’e

2. Course description 

After a brief introduction of the history and research methods of sociology of religion, this course focuses mainly on the following themes: why do people have religion and how do they change; how to understand religious experiences from the perspective of sociology; what are the nature of religious organizations and their changes; what are the impacts of government restriction and market competition on religion; what are the influences of religion on politics, economy and public participation. All these themes will be explained with China’s realities. After taking this course, students will have a whole picture about knowledge systems and advanced research topics of sociology of religion.     

3. Design of each teaching section

The main contents of each teaching section, basic requirements, and teaching hours.

Introduction: Course Introduction of the Sociology of Religion (4 hours)
Lesson 1: What is Religion (2 hours) 

Lesson 2: How is Religion Produced(2 hours)
Lesson 3: Religious Conversion (2 hours)
Lesson 4: Religious Experience(2 hours)
Lesson 5: Sect-Church Theory (2 hours)

Lesson 6: The Introduction of Chinese Religions and Religious Organizations in China(4 hours)
Lesson 7: The Policy on Religion in China (4 hours)
Lesson 8: Religious Secularization and the Religions in the Secularization (4 hours)
Lesson 9: New Religious Movement (2 hours)
Lesson 10: Paradigm Shift: Secularization Theory and Religious Market Theory(2 hours)
Lesson 11: Religion and Politics (2 hours)
Lesson 12: Classic Studies: Religion, Economy and Spiritual Capital: Weber and others (2 hours)
Lesson 13: Classic Studies: Religion and Social Cohesion: Durkheim and others (2 hours)
Lesson 14: Classic Studies: Religion and City Engagement:Tocqueville and others (2 hours)
4. Teaching materials or references: 

（1）Sun Shangyang.2003.The sociology of Religion. Peking University Press
（2）Rodney Stark, Roger Finke.2004. Acts of Faith: Explaining the Human Side of Religion. China Renmin University Press.

（3）American Journal of Sociology

（4）American Sociological Review
（5）Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion. Blackwell Publishing. 

（6）Sociology of Religion. Association for the Sociology of Religion.
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